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Wlmost 40 years ago, the conegpt of organizing like minded citizgns into a Historical Socigty was born. These

peoplg met in July of 1974 and quickly selgeted Franklin Irish President, Merle Pouglass, Vieg President and

Rebececa Jongs, d¢ergtary. In Rovember of that year the d¢lgetmen appointed thg organization as a Bi-

centgnnial/Sgsqui-cgntgnnial committee to prepare for ceglgbrating in 1976. This became the focus of the first

year of opgration. ctivitigs included the sglgetion of a town sgal, updating the egntgnnial publication of

1926, obtaining a flag polg for theg town officg property and placing a marker for the lsakin property, the first

sitg of pgrmangnt settlgment in Sgbago. iso included was prgparation for a mock glgetion of incorporation to

bg included at the March Town Megting and sglgeting gvents to beg held throughout the gear. Most of the meet-

ings for thg negxt sgven years wereg gducational programs. lbacking purposeg and no placg for possiblg collge-

tions may have been the cause of dwindling mgmbership. This resulted in Iggal action to cgasg activity, with Trivets were sold to

trust conditions for resumption of the group within twenty years. raise funds to help de-
frag gxpensgs, using the
newly designed seal,
created by Rose Barngs.

Participants of moek ¢lgetion included garly settler dgseendents as much as possible. First ; : :

row: Harrg McKenney, €lmer B. Shaw, Ralph Brown, Robert 1. Brown Sgcond Row: William ~ [PONATES FLAG—Flag:for new pole at Sebago Town Hall is
Nason, Pranklin Irish, Robert 1. Brown, Carroll Babb, lbawrgnce Shaw Back Row: Merle turned over to Selectman Ted Greene by Mrs. Alice
Brown, Georgge Fiteh, John Pouglas, George (Buddy) Babb, Merle Pouglass, Moderator: Eacheldor. :lrs. Bacheldor donated flag to town in memory of
Philip White, Clerk: laurgnee Fiteh er husband, Walter. /4 rhG 7 4 2l
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Reorganization

In 1993 rgngwed intgregst surfaced and the tHistorical Socigty was reorganized with
George Tinkham, Robert ddams and legona Greene as officers. The Maple Grove
Grangg Hall at the Potter Building was offered as a meeting place with a small area
for displagys.

By 1996, a growing collgetion of historically important documents created the need
for a larger home. {1t the 1996 annual Town PMegting, citizgns voted to purchasg the
vacant Nazargneg Chareh in Conveng for use by the Soecigty. In July of that gear, Se-
lgetman, George Tinkham, right, passed the key for the building to President, {nn
Burns, negxt to the lsakegview Farm sign, which for years had marked the road to the
Shaw gstablishmgnt in North S¢gbago.

Pisplayed collgetions in our musgum
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Regnovations of theg choir argas and Sunday
dchool rooms provided for a facadg of the
North &¢bago Post Office and a display room
for our collgetions. No major changgs to the
sanctuary werg ngeded. dpgcial displays arg
created for Open Hlousg occasions with sgveral
permangnt gxhibits on vigw, including ngw do-
nations as recgived. These gxhibits provide in-
tergst and education for visitors and contain
multiplg Summer Camps Megmorabilia, Clothing
and {deegssorigs, Grooming and Health ltgms,
Ritehgn Warg, Chuarech Suppligs, Potter deade-
my and €lgmentary School Materials, and Post-
al Offieg €quipment.
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Pisplay Shed

By 2000 the collgetion was growing quickly with somge larger pigegs, indicating the neged
for additional display spacg. The land adjacent to the Chureh building being appropriate,
a regquest at town meeting in Jung was approved for ggpansion.

Sgveral local frignds of the Socigty assisted by cutting the ping trees, and sawing them
for stacking to dry. These would beg used as siding the following year. Till was obtaingd
and lgveled, gnabling a ecgment pad to be poured in Novegmber of 2002.

d carriage shed style building was designed by Ted Gregneg, Construction headed by
Ralph Brown and Fred tlarrington began in the Spring. {Irtifacts and displays for farm-

. . o ) €lroy Gregory and William Guptill
ing, lumbgring, and homg activitics werg moved in for an Opgn Houseg on Hugust 24,

arg sharing mgmorigs of old tools.

L ey

The open door presegnts a backdrop The Open House included live dgmonstration, and displaygs of larger items.
for tools, skatgs, and icg tongs.
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Public programs

€ducation is an important part of theg Socigty’s mission. Programs promotg knowlgdge
of the Sgbago arga’s past. Presentations have included “Canals and Canal Boats” by
€rngst Rnight, “Ritechen Tools” by Ruth Floyd, “Civil War Megmorabilia” by Jim libby, “The
Narrow Gaugg Railroad” by Bill Shellegy, plus Conegrts and Sing-flongs.

Harry Hgpburn IlI, antique deal-

gr and appraisgr, provided a

fundraiser for our group with

appraisals such as ong for these Jack Barngs, local ¢ducator, historian, and pictorial
coal hods. author provided many programs and book signings

Jo Radngr, storyteller, shared
“Burned into Mgmory” the story
of the local 1947 forgst firgs. ‘
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Cemgetery Pocumentation

Ong of thg most frequent and usgful refergnce guides for public usg has beggn our
collgction of egmeterigs and gravesitg information used in ggngalogy requests.

This threg phased project was begun privately by Beverly Harmon in 1969. The
sgeond phasg occurregd during thg summers of 1998 and 1999. It included
revisiting every cemetery to updateg and record the gngraving on gach stong. This
lgngthy task was completed by Joyege Vilgs, Jung dllgn and Piana letelligr. {Inng
Brown thegn typed and compiled their information for the Historical Socigty record
book. The third phasg was gntering this information to a website for gasy acegss
by intgregsted individuals. Sherrill Brown completed these entrigs during 2002
and updatgs it as ngeded. The website is located at the following address:
http://www.rootsweb.ancgstry.com/~meesegbag/Indgx.html

The faithful companion of the
Renison family has his own stong
next to his master’s.

It simply stategs, “Our Pog JETT”

Wentworth Cemetery clgangd up—stongs
ancoveregd and regady to placg upright again

Ong of the 45 burying placgs in Sgbago
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Historical Chureh Servieg

Sineg the history of the docigty’s new “Home”, the 1844 Freewill Baptist
Chareh, plaged an important part in the community, it sggmed natural to
portray this aspeet with a Historie Chureh Segrvieg. In 2000 Historical
docigty megmbers rgpresegnted some of the original pew owngrs, mang
being dgscegndants of thosg found in chureh records. This program was
held annaally for five years. The photos shown hereg werg from the first
servieg. The Rev. Greg Young led the serviee for gach of the five years.

These youngsters gnjoyed the refresh-
ments on the stegps of the chureh, €lliott
Allgn, Parren Usher, and Joshua Hllgn

{nng Brown pumped the organ
donated by the North Segbago
Methodist Chureh, to accompany
theg hymns.

!

AT THE SERVICE — Some of those particlpating in the Schago Historical Soclety's re-
enactment of the 1853 church service at the old Convene church, now the soclety’s head-

quarters, were, lefl o i, Ann B MeAl » Claylon D md
ﬂlm-]m‘lm:hldﬂgmul:lw o i el o

Robegrta Pouglass lgd the congregation in "lining”, a
method used to introducg new hymns to the charch
gogrs. She was assisted by Jang Grass, Pred Porter

and othgr members of the Sebago Center Community
Chareh choir.
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Sgbago Pays

The Socigty participates annually at Sgbago Pays using a rustic style
salgs booth built in thg mid 1990’s. Higre we promote our activitigs and
salg itgms. This is always the introduction of our latgst calgndar for
the following year. Ong of the most popular featurgs of our booth is
the children’s “String Game” with prizes for all.

€ach year wg ergate a float following the parade theme, for which we
haveg had many winngrs.

Shown below is thg 1994 float as it passed the judges stand
with Ted Gregng driving his mother and Robin Gosbeg. as
they depict “the Good Old Pays”.

M family picnic rgpregsented “Summer in Sgbago” for 2001 with Joshua
Wllgn, €lliott Hllgn, lsin Gregne and Clagton Pouglass for another blug
ribbon award.

Robin Gosbee displaying our ist place award for 1994
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Historiec Sgbago Tours

In 2009 we instituted a very popular annual Tour program where we visit three or four places
of intergst as a group. Our first included the WWII Obsgrvation Tower on Pyke Mountain and
the €lla Haings, aka, the George Booth home, which had served as a tea room, an garly mail
depot and is now a privateg rgsidence. We also included the 1844 Freewill Baptist Chureh,
now theg home of theg Sgbago Historical Socigty and a historie site at Mac’s Corngr - the stong
trough and the storg at Pyers, which had also begn a sail shop. These places werg gxplained
by Ted Greegng, who is shown to the right with somge tour participants.

r:" In 2010 Allison Meltzer gave a tour of her property

which was originally ®r. Pegnnett’s cottage home on
Winn Mountain. The Clara ®yke Home, part of the
Dyke Mountain Farm, now ownegd by Pr. & Mrs.
Robert Timothy was our seecond stop. The group
then visited theg present home of Betty Sawyer,
which was built by Panigl Nason and was known as
m the lsaughing l.oon Guest House and Cottages in

- North $gbago. Thosg degsiring then traveled to the

lsakin Property negar Pegabody Pond to vigw the site
of the first homge built in d¢gbago . {1 well defingd
foundation rgmains and is marked with the gngraved
stong greeted in 1976. Betty dawyer and Susan Gassett

Back sidg of the Pyke Farm

SEBAGD

Famous ag riginal Ha
LANDLOGKED sty
second Lnruesl Lm- u-.m e
In 2011 the lbangs guided us through their Pouglas Hill home e e
known as “The Studio” which has mang intgregsting original - 5-?:; ?M“E
featurgs. {1 deseription and tour of “Mud Citg”, oncg the - OV VATE MEacn
“center” of town, included now non-gxistegnt homes and places
Tour gugst, Cliff Whitngg, in front of an of busingss as well as those remaining.  Our tour concluded at the Nason Hlome-
1860ca home in “Mud City”, which was once stead in North S¢bago, which is presently owned by Wagng and {Inn Farleg.

used as a gengral storg and servicg station
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SCHOOL VISITS

Ong aspgect of our mission is to dgvelop gducational displags and
programs.

In promoting this idea, wg gmphasize the historic valug of S¢bago
and its familigs by inviting the local studgnts to visit the Socigty
building. Whilg visiting, they may gxperignce “hands-on” activitigs
such as sorting mail, using old food pregparation utgnsils and laun-
dry datigs, or viewing displags with oral pregsegntations.

Traveling gxhibits have also begen prepared for visits to individual
classrooms.

Shown abovg is Piana letelligr relating school days
as she gxperigneed them in a ong room school for
grades sub-primary through grade ¢ight.

Ann Burns and students washed clothes in
a galvanized wash tub, then wrang them
out and hung them on the ling to drg.
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livg Pgmonstrations

The egducational part of our mission quitg oftgn can be private rgseareh,
but the most popular activitics seegm to be our livg demonstrations.

Ong of our first, which has bggn regpeated sgveral timegs becausg of its
popularity, was hand-cranked icg ergam for a “Sundag in thg Park”.

Tom (llgn waited as Robert Gregng prepared
fresh pressed cider.

Robert dgmonstrated

how to grind an axe. Sherrill Brown carded the wool, whilg lsagnng

Brown spun it into garn.




Veteran’s Monument and Walk

November 2013

Shortly after incorporation, the Historical Socigty mgmbers realized therg was no visual rgcognition of individuals from &gbago who
served our country in any of the armed serviegs. Therg was a singlg monument greeted in front of the sechool for WWII veterans.

{Ibout the samg time the town officials began work to cregateg a small park at the intersection of routes 11 and 114, on the Butler property.
Individuals and local frategrnal groups donated funds for a gazgbo. Thg monument was moved to this location at that timeg. {1 Historical
docigty committeg rgsegarched to find the names of all of the sgrviecemen and women who sgrved from theg Revolutionary War thru 1998.
The larger monuments werg designed as wings for g¢ach sidg of the original ong, with 269 names insceribed. Now names are being added
to the reverse side. On Veteran’s Pay 1998, the monuments werg unveiled at a egremony featuring the lbakg Region Band, Sghago €le-
mentary School studgnts, Post 155 American lsggion, political rgpresentativgs and the Sgbago lsion’s Club. In 2001 the Historical Socig-
ty presgnted an articlg at the annual Town Peeting, which was approved, to name the park, “The Veterans’ Memorial Park”. Our ¢fforts
arg proudly shown on thg cover of this calgndar.

SUN IPM
DEDICATE

The Veteran’s Pay obsgrvaneg in 2002 gave
special regeognition to thosg honored here.

Col. Todd Clow read the veterans names aloud.
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There arg mang other vetgrans who werg originally from
other locations outside of gbago, so plans were madge to
honor them with individual granitg blocks. These indicate
their name, service, and gears served, and arg placed to
create a Vetgran’s Walk in front of the monuments.
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Boston Post Cang

In 1999 the officials of the Town of Sgbago bestowed theg honor to the Historical So-
cigty for pregsenting the Boston Post Cang to recipignts. This oldgst citizgn award
was first pregsgnted in 1909 to Imos Ward and sineg then to fourtgen known Sgbago
glders. In 2001 the original cang was placed in a displayg casg in theg Town Officg.
This casg was specially created to proteet and preserve the cang’s historie valug.
regplica cang was crafted for pregsgntation to individuals. It included a brass plate

recognizing the honor of Sghago’s oldest citizen.

We ngxt presented the cang in 2001 to Lillian ®mrhein, Our sign previgws a speeial announegment.
a young 96 year old whosg family was the most im-
portant part of her life. With her arg ong of her daugh-

ters, Piang, and son Mare.

Our first honorgg in 1999, was to thg 93 year old lawyer,
politician and real gstatg agent, Vinal G. Good. Shown
here arg Vinal, his wife¢ Porathy and then Historical

Socigty president, George Tinkham.

Ningty year old Mary Francegs O”Neil was joingd by her
husband John and four of their six childregn when she

was honored in 2009, 100 years after the first prgsenta-~
tion. { very activeg former teacher and realtor, her lategst

activitigs involved the Spaulding Library Prignds group.




Nason’s Beach Picnic 1996—Betty Tinkham, George Tinkham,
Lucretia Douglas, Mariemma Jordan, Herberta McKenney,
Joyce Viles, Don Coford, Leona Greene, and Ann Burns

shot at Summer Games Picnic
in 2005.
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Douglas Hill Neighborhood BBQ 2004 Sue Cummings,
Joan Morford, Jimmy Snow

Camp Winaco Picnic 1995 Pearl McKenney,
Leona Greene in back, Marie Crawford on right.

This calendar compiled by Sherrill Brown and Ann Burns, with
contributions of information and photos from Society members,
and is as accurate as can be determined.

Christmas Party 2002 with Bob Adams,
Kathie Whitcomb & Scotte Doughty

Christmas Caroling 2001 with June Allen, Bob Burns,
Kathie Whitcomb, Debbie Taylor, Cyndy Adams, Betty
Alan Crabtree lining up his next Tinkham, Ann Burns, Bob Adams, George Tinkham

Marty Chambers hits it
home at the Summer
Games in 2005, with
Penny Crabtree in back



